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SUB J : NEW COALITION GOVERNMENT FOR MAHARASHTRA 

1 . THE MAHARASHTRA GOVERNOR HAS INVITED DISSIDENT CONGRESS LEADER 
SHARAD PAWAR TO FORM A GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING VASANTRAO PATIL'S 
RESIGNATION YESTERDAY. THE NEW GOVERNMENT, LED BY PAWAR, IS TO 

BE SWORN IN THIS AFTERNOON. 

2. DEFYING THE CONGRESS (C) WORKING COMMITTEE, PAWAR AND HIS 
46 LEGISLATORS (37 MLAS AND NINE MCLS) FORMED THE "MAHARASHTRA 
PROGRESSIVE LEGISLATURE CONGRESS PARTY" TO ALIGN WITH THE IANATA 
IN ORDER TO FORM A STATE GOVERNMENT. FOR TIME BEING AT LEAST, PAWAR 
AND HIS AIDES CONTINUE TO BE THE MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESS PARTY 
OUTSIDE THE LEGISLATURE, AS THEY HAVE SEVERED THEIR CONNECTIONS 
WITH MAHARASHTRA CONGRESS LEGISTATURE PARTY ONLY. FOLLOWING THE 
FORMATION OF THIS NEW LEGISLATIVE GROUPING AND ITS 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 1 0954 1 82 1 59Z 

DECISION TO ALIGN WITH THE JANATA PARTY TO FORM THE 
GOVERNMENT, HOWEVER, STATE CONGRESS (C) PRESIDENT N.M. 

TIDKE SUSPENDED PAWAR AND HIS AIDES AND RECOMMENDED 
THAT THE PARTY HIGH COMMAND DISMISS THEO FROM THE PARTY. 

IF THEY ARE EXPELLED, THE MAHARASHTRA CONGRESS WOULD 
FORMALLY SPLIT. PAVING THE WAY FOR ITS FURTHER DISINTEGRATION. 
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3. PA WAR SEEMS NOW TO HAVE THE SUPPORT OF ABOUT 180 MLAS 
IN A HOUSE OF 288. THESE INCLUDE, BESIDES HIS 37 
CONGRESS (C) DISSIDENTS, 90 JANATA MEMBERS, 43 MLAS 

FRIENDLY TO JANATA, AND TEN CONORESS (I) DISSIDENTS. 

4. THE CONGRESS (C) HIGH COMMAND IS REPORTEDLY UNHAPPY 
WITH PAWAR'S REVOLT AND HAS GIMEN "A FREE HAND” TOFORMER 
CHIEF MINISTER VASANTRAO PATIL "TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBLITY 
OF FORMING 

GOVERNMENT WITH ALLTHE PROGRESSIVE FORCES 
IN THE STATE." A SHREWD POLITICIAN, PATIT IS UNLIKELY 
TO TAKE HIS DEFEAT LYING 
DOWN AND OAY TRY TO UPSET PAWAR'S 

COALITION ADDING TO CHANCES OF A PERIOD OF INSTABILITY IN THE 
STATE GOVERNMENT IN MONTHS TO COME. 

5. CONSIDERING THE DECADE AND HALF OLD PERSONAL AND CLOSE 
CHAVA 

-PAWAR RELATIONSHIP AND IN VIEW OF LATTER'S 

UNCONDITIONAL AND STRONG LOYALTY TO THE FORMER, SOOE LOCAL 
SKEPTICS BELIEVE THAT THE PAWAR REVOLT ENJOYS TTE TACIT 
SUPPORT OF CHAV AN. HOWEVER, TO MAINTAIN PARTY DISCIPLINE 
AND TO SAFEGUARD HIS PERSONAL POSITION AS ACTING NATIONAL 
PARTY PRESIDENT, CHAV AN SEEMS TO HAVE TAKEN PUBLICLY A 
POSTURE OF CRITICIZING PAWAR FOR HIS REVOLT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 NEW DE 1 0954 1 82 1 59Z 

UNQUOTE 
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